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MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  March 18, 2022 

TO:  Councilor Susan Albright, President, City Council 
   Councilor Deborah Crossley, Chair, Zoning & Planning Committee 
   Members of the City Council 

FROM:  Barney Heath, Director, Department of Planning and Development  
   Jennifer Caira, Deputy Director Department of Planning and Development 
   Zachery LeMel, Chief of Long Range Planning 
   Cat Kemmett, Planning Associate  
    
RE:  #174-22 Discussion with the Planning Department regarding the MBTA Communities Act 

THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT requesting a discussion with the City Council to inform it about 
the MBTA Communities Act, section 3A c. 40A 
 

 CC:  Planning Board 
    Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer 

  

 

Planning staff briefed the City Council at the March 7, 2022 Committee of the Whole on the 
Multi-Family Zoning Requirement for MBTA Communities Draft Guidelines to remain in 
compliance with the new Section 3A of MGL Ch. 40A. City Councilor questions were compiled 
for submission to the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) as part of 
their formal comment period open until March 31.  
 
The questions submitted to DHCD can be found on the Newton City website here, under 
resources: https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/plans-policies-strategies/multi-
family-zoning-requirement-for-mbta-communities  
 
In addition, DHCD released an updated FAQ on March 10, 2022 that can be viewed here: 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mbta-communities-frequently-asked-questions  
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